TIMELESS SOPHISTICATION:
VILLA MADONNA

One of the former Yugoslav countries enjoying the greatest
levels of progress is Croatia. Since gaining independence in
1991, the country has grown gradually but notably, to the
extent that it is now a major tourist destination. Croatia has a
total area of 56,542 km? and 5,790 km of Adriatic coastline. The
total population, however, is only 4 million, less than many
major European capitals. In the north of the country lies the
Istrian Peninsula. Known as the Adriatic Riviera, it is a popular
tourist destination, with beaches bathed in clear, transparent
water.
Opatija, in the north-east, is known as the Old Lady or the
Queen of Tourism , its benign climate for years attracting the
crowned heads and the aristocracy of Eastern Europe who are
fleeing from the rigours of their own climates. Franz Joseph I,
Gustav Mahler, Isadora Duncan and Anton Chekhov are just some
of the celebrities who spent long seasons in the town.

The hallmark Casino building stands out over the other buildings in the city

Opatija beach, Gulf of Kvarner, near the Adriatic Sea
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Opatija was also the first Croatian city to have a Casino, the Casino Rosalia, inaugurated in

1963. The current gaming legislation in Croatia asserts that Casinos must have a minimum

floor space of 400 sgqm (300 sgm in the case of seasonal Casinos) and at least 7 gaming tables.

On the whole, Croatia has 21 Casinos, housing 200 tables and 2,500 slots. With the loving
restoration of the historical villa in the dreamy coastal town of Opatija, the Croatian

company Admiral International Casinos has revived the age-old bond between Croatia and

Austria.

For Kaiser Franz Joseph, the celebrated Villa Madonna, built in 1900, was the most beautiful
jewel in the

Croatian coastal

town, and a

favoured rendezvous

for many of his

visits. Through the

years the building

has been witness to

a multitude of
significant and
emotional events,

but not even the

ravages of time

could diminish its
splendour. Inside and
out, you will still

find luxurious 19th-
century decorations that are
true to the original, and that
revive the charm of a
long-gone era.

With the loving
renovation of the villa,
down to the very last
detail, a great
technological challenge
for a Casino was
overcome: the wonderful
historical ambiance was
merged with the modern
technology of slot-
machine gaming. A
particularly popular
feature of the Villa
Madonna is its sweeping
terrace, which offers a
pleasant breeze and a
breathtaking view across
the sea to the town of
Rijeka and the
surrounding islands.

And so the Villa Madonna,
as one of the 29 Croatian
Admiral gaming
establishments, now
invites people to stylishly
travel back to the time
of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, when the small
Adriatic town of Opatija
was still called Abbazia.

Novomatic slots are the main attraction at the Casino
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Casino inside



The Casino has 47 Novomatic slot machines, 2 Black Jack tables, 3 American Roulette and
2 Poker tables and plans a further expansion of the live games. Novomatic has delivered a
great number of “Gaminator®” and slant top cabinets incorporating highly successful
games such as “Lucky Lady’s Charm™*, “Sharky™” or “Gryphon’s Gold™” as well as various
versions of the international bestseller “Multi-Gaminator®”.

The Savoy hotel on the sea front houses another spacious entertainment centre belonging
to the Novomatic Group. Admiral Automat Club Opatija offers a comprehensive range of
gaming opportunities on more than 200 square metres.

Thus, the small town, with the chic ambiance of a sophisticated coastal resort and the fl
air of a new Riviera, remains a popular rendezvous for people from all over Europe who
are looking for recreation and variety, adore indulgence, and expect something special.

CASINO COLOSSEUM, ANOTHER NEARBY EXAMPLE OF CASINO ARCHITECTURE

Another example of Casino architecture in one of Austria’s neighbours is the Casino

Admiral Colosseum in Haté. This, the largest Casino in the Czech Republic, was opened on
the day of the EU’s eastern enlargement, 1 May 2004, as a
meeting place in the new Europe. After the Casino Admiral
Prater, it is the second-largest themed electronic casino in
Europe and captivates visitors with its perfect Roman flair.
However, unlike the Villa Madonna, this Casino was not
integrated into an existing historical ambiance, as exactly
the opposite is the case. The recently built Casino has
been furnished e entirely in the style of Ancient Rome,
with state-of-the-art electronic gaming machines that
offer innovative and first-rate high-tech entertainment.
This unique blend creates a totally individual flair that
attracts international visitors and immerses them in a
fantastic world.

Opatija by night
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