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The Art of Gambling

LeRoy Neiman is the foremost artistic chronicler of the great American entertainment pastimes of the 20 th century.
Neiman’s “D.I. Baccarat” depicts a semi-private baccarat salon at Las Vegas’ Desert Inn. To maintain an aura of exclusivity, Casinos go to great
lengths to separate baccarat from the other games: The baccarat pit is opulent and cordoned off from the rest of the Casino floor; dealers work
in tuxedos and observe all manner of protocol; food and drinks are provided. This level of service has come to be expected by baccarat
devotees, the biggest gamblers in the Casino. The minimum bet in the baccarat rooms of Las Vegas and Atlantic City runs around $100 per hand,
and it’s not unusual for the highest rollers to wager tens of thousands of dollars per round. The biggest of the biggest are known as “whales.”
They have multimillion-dollar lines of credit and have been known to issue tips the size of a house mortgage. The result of a whale’s weekend of
gambling can impact the quarterly balance sheets of even the biggest Casino corporations.
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