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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE EUROPEAN
CASINO ASSOCIATION

The European Casino Association (ECA) held its
traditional General Assembly during the IGE show at
Earls Court in London, United Kingdom, on 27
January 2009.

The ECA represents the interests of 950 Casinos and

some 80,000 Casino employees across Europe. W I \
A view of the ECA General Assembly

Founded in the early 1990s as the European Casino Forum, the ECA has grown
steadily over the years and now has 23 members from the majority of EU
Member States, Switzerland and Serbia.

The General Assembly was attended by representatives of all 23
ECA member countries and focused in particular on current
developments in Brussels as well as on the ECA’s own future
regulatory strategy.

First on the agenda was a brief review of the ECA’s successful
inaugural International Casino Conference (ICC), which had taken
place the previous day. The ICC focused specifically on issues
affecting the European Casino industry in 2009 and featured
prominent expert speakers and panellists from around the globe.
Feedback from the 160 delegates - almost a “Who’s Who” of
European Casino operators - was extremely positive and
emphasised their appreciation of the highly topical, interesting
and relevant presentations.

This was followed by an update on past and future activities in
Brussels. In 2008, with the EU Member States’ Council Working
Group initiative to discuss the need for an EU-wide dialogue on
gambling services and the European Parliament’s report on the
integrity of online gambling, the ECA has been heavily engaged in

Ron Goudsmit, ECA Chairman

gambling at EU level. As the EU debate on gambling has arrived Olympic Casino, Estonia

at a very crucial point, bringing about important changes for

gambling operators, the ECA discussed the Association’s strategic approach to address the upcoming challenges.

The Association decided for 2009 to focus in particular on the three following priority areas: online gaming, licensing issues, and responsible
gaming/consumer protection. Other topics such as money laundering and fraud prevention will obviously also be high up on the ECA’s agenda
in the coming year.

dealing with the abrupt rise in interest in and attention paid to Heliodoro Giner, ECA Board member; Boris Nemec, HIT Casinos Slovenia; and Armin Karu,

Roger Jonsson, Casino Cosmopol; Domi De Wilde, Casino Middelkerke and
Hermann Pamminger, ECA Media Coordinator

In the background Pedro Galindo, Editor of EUROPEAN CASINOS-The Elite. Seated:
Armin Karu, Olympic Casino, Estonia, Andri Avila, CEO Olympic; and Heikki Rinta-Panttila,
Gran Casino Helsinki, Finland

The ECA also provided details of its meetings with officials in Brussels
since the last General Assembly, along with an overview of upcoming
meetings with key decision-makers and other relevant stakeholders.
The ECA maintains regular contact with the relevant Members of the
European Parliament and
Commission officials as well
as other key decision-
makers to promote the
reputation of European
Casinos and ensure that the
interests of its members are
fully represented both from
a political as well as
regulatory point of view.
This includes activities
which aim at ensuring that

the outcome of relevant
legislative initiatives does ECA executives: Ron Goudsmit, Chairman; Guido Berghmans, Vice Chairman;

. Paul Herzfeld, Board Member and Matthias Hein, Treasurer
not produce detrimental

impacts for the Casino

industry and that the emergence of any counter-productive initiative is avoided.

The meeting then turned to the upcoming European Dealer Championship 2009, which will take
place at Casino Cosmopol in Malmo, Sweden from 21-22 April.

The European Dealer Championship offers a forum for some of the best dealers in Europe to
display their superior craftsmanship in the classic Casino games of American Roulette and
Blackjack. It also provides dealers with an opportunity to meet and build networks with their
counterparts at other Casinos across the ECA network.

Ken Watling, ECA Board Member and
Director of Policy of the British Casino
Association and Jean-Francois Cot, General
Secretary of Casinos de France
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