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The controversial Surrealist
Salvador Dali was one of the
most popular artists of the 20th
century. While studying at the
Madrid School of Fine Arts, he
was intrigued by Cubism and
simultaneously attracted to
Impressionism and Futurism.
But he became a full-fledged
member of the Surrealist
movement after meeting
Picasso. 
Following his reading of Sigmund
Freud, Dali developed a passion
for the study of the unconscious
and the interpretation of
dreams in his paintings. His
artistic style exerted a strong
influence on fashion and
advertising during the eight
years (1940-1948) he lived in the
United States. Though his work
and ideas continue to provoke
disputatious discourse, Dali
remains one of the most
illustrious-artists of our time.
Though both Picasso and Dali are
Spanish, their interpretations of
playing cards feature the
French-style clubs (the Spanish
equivalent is swords; the
Spanish deck includes clubs, but
they are literal clubs that
correspond to the French
spades).
Dali’s card is splashier,
incorporating some of the
elements of a tarot card. The
Cubists’ preoccupation
specifically with the ace of
clubs is noteworthy:
Compositions by Georges Braque
and Juan Gris are also titled
“Ace of Clubs” and the card is
present in Picasso’s “Card
Players” and Gris “Playing Cards
and a Glass of Beer”.
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