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The Art of Gambling

In theory, the Picasso
picture “Le Rêve” should
not be in this “The Art of
Gambling” section of our
magazine, as it makes no
reference to any aspect of
gaming. 
US magnate Steve Wynn,
owner of several Mega-
Casinos in the USA and
current owner of the
picture, this year ensured
that it became one of the
most famous images in the
gaming world. 
On 18 October, Wynn, who
acquired “Le Rêve” in 1977
for $48.5 million, was
about to sell it to US hedge
fund multimillionaire Steve
Cohen, for no less than
$139 million, making it the
most expensive painting of
all time. 
“Le Rêve” depicts Picasso’s
lover and muse, Marie-
Thérèse Walter.
When Wynn was proudly
showing the picture to his
intimate friends for the last
time, he knocked it
awkwardly with his elbow,
making a hole about the
size of a silver dollar right
in the centre of the canvas. 
All he could say was,
“Thank God it was me”.
The sale has been
cancelled at the express
wish of Wynn’s wife, who
believes that the incident
was a sign that they were
meant to keep the
painting. 

Le Rêve, 1932

Pablo Ruiz Picasso

Born Málaga, (Spain) 1881; died Mougins, (France) 1973

Oil on canvas

130 x 98 cm.

Last location of the painting: Casino Bellagio, Las Vegas (USA)
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