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The Art of Gambling

This scene conveys a sense of both the popularity of roulette and the enormity of the European gambling halls of the 19th century. 
While gambling lore and a popular song celebrate the exploits of “the man who broke the bank at Monte Carlo,” the reality is less
spectacular than the legend, since a roulette “bank” in Monte Carlo consisted only of the capital on hand for a single table, not for the
entire Casino. 
The largest verifiable win on a single spin of a roulette wheel occurred in 1994 at Binion’s Horseshoe in Las Vegas. A tuxedo-clad
computer programmer from London, England, arranged to wager $220,000 on one coup. After a practice spin that landed in the zero
slot, the man placed his bet on red and watched the ball drop into red seven. The “punter” collected his winnings and left.
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